Pelvic actinomycosis confirmed after surgery: single center experience.
To review pelvic actinomycosis confirmed by surgery and summarize clinical aspects. The authors retrospectively reviewed 16 cases that underwent surgical procedures for pelvic actinomycosis between January 1998 and January 2006. Twelve of the cases (75%) had used intrauterine contraceptive devices for a period of between 8 months and 12 years (mean duration: 5.2 years). Most of the cases presented elevated white blood cell count, neutrophil percentage, CRP value and CA 125 value. Four of the eight cases that were checked by computed tomography presented the possibility of pelvic malignancies. All patients underwent surgery. The mean duration of intravenous antibiotics was 11.8 days and that of peroral antibiotics was 4.3 months. After treatment, there were no complications or recurrences, with the exception of one case of preoperative unilateral ureter obliteration. In diagnosis of pelvic actinomycosis, it is not necessary to consider whether an intrauterine device was being used or not. To distinguish from pelvic malignancy, various methods (including imaging study) should be considered. As for antibiotic treatment, it is believed that shorter and high dose antibiotics therapy will be sufficient treatment.